...that you may know t;tat J‘fou have eternal life.” 1 John 513 —

The plane tipped to the left, then began to
drop. Another engine failure sent the plane
spiraling into the ocean. Eight of the eleven
men were killed. Louis survived 47 days on a
raft. He floated over 2000 miles in the Pacific
Ocean, drinking rainwater, eating birds and
being circled by sharks. He promised God, “If
you save me, | will serve you forever”. He was
rescued but the worst was yet to come.

His rescue became his capture. He spent two
years as a Japanese prisoner of war, enduring
constant torture. One guard, nicknamed ‘The
Bird’, singled Louis out and took a twisted
delight in making his life a miserable
existence. Louis remained unbroken,
focusing all his efforts on staying alive.

When the war ended and he returned home,
Louis’ life was a mess. He was a broken man.
Flashbacks, nightmares, alcoholism, violence
and anger culminated in one quest - to find
‘The Bird’ and kill him.

A preacher was having meetings in a tent
nearby and reluctantly, Louis was persuaded
to attend. He heard how God was interested in
him, how God works miracles in peoples’ lives
and what God asks of men is that they have
faith in Him.

There were many instances in his past where
Louis could see that his life had been
miraculously spared.
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When he heard that God wants man’s faith, he
felt angry to the point of violence and stood
up to leave. The promise he had made to God
on the raft f lashed into his mind. He stopped,
turned around and committed his life to
Christ. At home, he poured all his liquor down
the sink and slept peacefully for the first time
in five years. In the morning, he felt cleansed
and began reading his Bible. He had no more
nightmares or flashbacks and instead of
wanting to kill “The Bird’, he felt compassion
and forgiveness towards him. He returned to
Japan and met with hundreds of prison
guards, forgiving them. When they saw his
genuine love for those who had treated him so
badly, many turned to Christ.

What brought about this drastic change in
Louis’ life? Faith in Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 5:17 says, “If anyone
is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new”’.

As he committed his life to serving Christ,
fulfilling the promise he had made, he became
like the One he followed. On the cross, the
Lord Jesus forgave those who were crucifying
Him (Luke 23:34). He offers forgiveness to all
today, even though we are enemies of God.
“God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were still

sinners, Christ died for wus”
(Romans 5:8).

Will you accept His forgiveness and commit
your life to Him? He will not disappoint you.
He will make you a new creation. Louis
Zamperini followed Christ until his death in
July 2014, at 97 years of age. Via Magazine
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Jesus said. ..

Come unto Me All ye that
Labour and are heavy
Laden and I will give you
rest. Matthew 11.28

Three words make up the sum and substance
of the invitation which He sends you today. If
you are labouring and heavy-laden, Jesus
says, “Come unto Me.”

There is a grand simplicity about the three
words now before you. Short and plain as the
sentence seems, it contains a mine of deep
truth and solid comfort. Weigh it: look at it:
consider it: ponder it well. | believe that it is
one half of saving Christianity to understand
what Jesus means when He says, “Come unto
Me.”

Mark well, that the Lord Jesus

does not bid the labouring and

heavy-laden “go and work.”

Those words would carry no comfort to heavy
consciences: it would be like requiring labour
from an exhausted man. No! He bids them
“‘Come!”

He does not say, “Pay Me what thou owest.”

That demand would drive a broken heart into
despair: it would be like claiming a debt from
a ruined bankrupt. No! He says, “Come!”

He does not say, “Stand still and wait.”

That command would only be a mockery: it
would be like promising to give medicine at
the end of a week to one at the point of
death.” No: He says, “Come!” Today - at once
- without any delay, “Come unto Me.”

But, after all, what is meant by coming to

Christ? It is an expression often used, but
often misunderstood.
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Beware that you make no mistake at this
point. Here, unhappily, thousands turn aside
out of the right course, and miss the truth.
Beware that you do not make shipwreck at the
very mouth of the harbour.

NOTE
Coming to Christ means something
more than coming to church and chapel.

You may fill your place regularly at a place of
worship; and attend all outward means of
grace, and yet not be saved.

All this is not coming to Christ.

NOTE
Coming to Christ is something more
than coming to the Lord’s Table.

You may be a regular member and
communicant; you may never be missing in
the lists of those who eat that bread and drink
that wine, which the Lord commanded to be
received, and yet never be saved.

All this is not coming to Christ.

NOTE
Coming to Christ is something more
than coming to ministers.

You may be a constant hearer of some
popular preacher, and a zealous partisan of
all his opinions, and yet never be saved. A//
this is not coming to Christ.

NOTE

Coming to Christ is something more than
coming to the possession of head-
knowledge about Him.

You may know the whole system of
Evangelical doctrine, and be able to talk,
argue, and dispute on every jot of it, and yet
never be saved.

ALL

THIS

IS NOT
COMING TO CHRIST
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THE VITAL QUESTION

WHAT IS
COMING TO CHRIST?

Coming to Christ is coming to Him with
the heart by simple faith.

Believing on Christ is coming to Him,
and coming to Christ is believing on
Him.

It is that act of the soul which takes
place when a man, feeling his own sins,
and despairing of all other hope,
commits himself to Christ for salvation,
ventures on Him, trusts Him, and casts
himself wholly on Him.

When a man turns to Christ -

Empty that he may be filled

Sick that he may be healed
Hungry that he may be satisfied
Thirsty that he may be refreshed
Needy that he may be enriched
Dying that he may have life

Lost that he may be saved
Guilty that he may be pardoned

Sin-defiled that he may be cleansed

Confessing that Christ alone can supply
his need

Then he comes to Christ.

When he uses Christ as the Jews used
the city of refuge, as the starving
Egyptians used Joseph, as the dying
Israelites used the brazen serpent —
then he comes to Christ.

It is the empty soul’s venture on a full
Saviour; it is the drowning man’s grasp
on the hand held out to help him; it is
the sick man’s reception of a headlong
medicine. This, and nothing more than
this, is coming to Christ.
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Whoever you may be, listen to a word of
caution. Beware of mistakes as to this
matter of coming to Christ.

# Do not stop short in any half-way house;
do not allow the devil and the world to cheat
you out of eternal life; do not suppose that
you will ever get any good from Christ, unless
you go straight, direct, thoroughly, and
entirely to Christ Himself.

® Trust not in a little outward formality:
content not yourself with a regular use of
outward means. A lantern is an excellent help
in a dark night, but it is not home: means of
grace are useful aids, but they are not Christ.
Oh, no! Press onward, forward, upward, till
you have had personal,
dealings with Christ Himself.
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® Beware of mistakes as to the manner of
coming to Christ. Dismiss from your mind for
ever all idea of worthiness merit, and fitness
in yourself; throw away all notions of
goodness, righteousness, and deserts: think
not that you can bring anything to
recommend you, or to make you deserving of
Christ’s notice.

You must come to Him as a poor, guilty
undeserving sinner, or you might just as well
not come at all.

To him that worketh not but
believeth on Him that justifieth
the ungodly, his faith is counted
for righteousness. Rom. 4: 5

It is the peculiar mark of the faith that
justifies and saves that it brings to Christ
nothing but an empty hand.

Hearken once more. Let there be no mistake
in your mind as to the special character of the

man who has come to Christ, and is a true
Christian.



He is not an angel; he is not a half-angelic
being, in whom is no weakness, or blemish,
or infirmity: he is nothing of the kind.

He is nothing more than a sinner who has
found out his sinfulness, and has learned
the blessed secret of living by faith in
Christ.

What was the glorious company of the
apostles and prophets?

What was the noble army of martyrs? What
were Isaiah, Daniel, Peter, James, John, Paul,
Polycarp, Chrysostom, Augustine, Luther,
Ridley, Latimer, Bunyan, Baxter, Whitefield,
Venn, Chalmers, Bickersteth, M ’"Cheyne?

What were they all, but sinners who knew
and felt their sins, and trusted only in
Christ?

What were they, but men who accepted the
invitation | bring you this day, and came to
Christ by faith?

By this faith they lived: in this faith they
died. In themselves and their doings they
saw nothing worth mentioning; but in
Christ they saw all that their souls required.

The invitation of Christ is now before you.
If you never listened to it before, listen to it
today. Broad, full, free, wide, simple,
tender, kind, that invitation will leave you
without excuse if you refuse to accept it.
There are some invitations, perhaps, which
itis wiser and better to decline. There is one
which ought always to be accepted: that
one is before you today. Jesus Christ is
saying, “Come: come unto Me.” J. C.RYLE

POINT TO PONDER

Believing on Christ is
coming to Him, and
coming to Christ is

believing on Him.
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